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ART LESSONS
IN THE CLASSROOM

PROTOCOL GUIDELINES
The K-6 lesson handbooks were originally produced for the Lake 
Washington School District with grants from 4culture and ArtsWA. 

The following protocols were developed to protect the information 
developed for this publication and share it with others at no cost. 

ARTS EDUCATION FOR ALL

ArtsEdWashington.org 
programs@artsedwashington.org

COPY

FREE

COPYRIGHT

SHARE

CREDIT

Letters to families are intented for distribution and may be copied as needed. 
Lesson assessments are also intended for reproduction. 

No part of the handbook may be reproduced and sold for profit.

All lessons and supporting materials are protected by copyright. You are 
required by law to respect this and we ask you honor the time, talent, and 
expense invested. 

Encourage your collegues, other schools, and organizations to use these 
materials by downloading their own copy at:
www.artsedwashington.org/curriculum 

When printing your ALIC lessons, include the title and credit pages. Our 
creators and funders make this free, give them some credit!

Every child deserves arts education. 

Become a member of ArtsEd Washington so we can continue to provide free 
tools for teachers and fight for equitable access to arts education. 

HELP



KINDERGARTEN ART LESSONS IN THE CLASSROOM

W A S H I N G T O N

KINDERGARTEN LESSON EIGHT

Description Of Project: 
Students identify primary colors on the color wheel and discriminate primary colors 
from other colors in a work of art about home.

Problem To Solve: 
Where are primary colors found?

Student Understanding: 
Red, yellow, and blue are the basic colors on a color wheel.

The Student: 

LT: Identifies and uses primary colors. 
AC: Selects and draws with red, yellow, and blue.
 
LT: Draws a familiar place.
AC: Draws a picture showing a room or object at home. 

Art: Drawing  

Names primary colors

Distinguishes primary colors from all other colors

Draws a scene or object from home

 

PRIMARY COLORS

LEARNING TARGETS AND ASSESMENT CRITERIA

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

EXAMPLE

VOCABULARY 

Color
Primary 
Familiar 

RESOURCES

Jacob Lawrence, Games, 
4Culture;
Jacob Lawrence, The 
Builders, MAC;
Henri Matisse, Interior with 
Egyptian Curtain 

ART MATERIALS

• 9x12” 60# white sulfite 
paper

• oil pastels
• color wheel (poster 

or individual color 
wheels)
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ART LESSONS IN THE CLASSROOM

W A S H I N G T O N

KINDERGARTEN LESSON EIGHT // PRIMARY COLORS 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

STUDENTTEACHER

Identifies red, yellow, and 
blue.

Finds and names primary 
colors seen in art.

Selects red, yellow, and blue. 
Closes the box.

Recalls and describes 
familiar places and things. 
Draws a room or an object 
from their house. Shows 
and imagines it in primary 
colors.
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Introduce color wheel and point out the primary colors: red, yellow, blue. 

Prompts:
This is the color wheel. It is a tool that we will use when we talk about color. The colors red, blue 
and yellow have a special name and a place on the color wheel: primary colors. Primary means 
first: other colors can be mixed from these three primary colors.

Identify red, yellow, and blue.
Introduce Games and The Builders by Jacob Lawrence or Interior with Egyptian Curtain by Henri 
Matisse and ask students to find primary colors in the art.

Prompts:
Point to and name a place where you see a primary color: red, yellow, or blue.

Give each student a box of oil pastels and asks them to select the primary colors based on 
observing the color wheel, and then directs student to close the box.

Prompts:
Once you feel that you selected the primary colors, check to see if they match the primary colors 
on the color wheel.
 

Ask students to select the bedroom or kitchen in their house and draw it in only red, yellow, and 
blue.

Prompts:
Tell the person next to you about a room in your house you would like to draw. Think of the shapes 
for the objects and furniture that you see every day. Using only primary colors, draw that place in 
your home. What would that room be like if everything was just yellow, red, and blue.



ART LESSONS IN THE CLASSROOM

W A S H I N G T O N

KINDERGARTEN LESSON EIGHT // PRIMARY COLORS

SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES

ART STUDIO TIP 

Use or make a color wheel that 
has only primary and secondary 
colors.

Encourage students to 
experiment with pressure on 
drawing tools to create light and 
bright areas.

LESSON EXPANSION 

Student examines Faith 
Ringgold’s Dancing at the 
Louvre and names and finds 
the primary colors, and the 
objects where they see those 
colors.

EVERYDAY CONNECTIONS

Home/Community 
References: 
color in local objects

LEARNING STANDARDS

Visual Art

1.1.a Engage in exploration and 
imaginative play with materials. 

1.2.a Engage collaboratively in 
creative art-making in response 
to an artistic problem.

2.1.a Through experimentation, 
build skills in various media and 
approaches to art-making. 

2.3.a Create art that represents 
natural and constructed 
environments.

7.1.a Identify uses of art within 
one’s personal environment. 

7.2.a Describe what an image 
represents.

Common Core ELA

K.W.8. With guidance and 
support from adults, recall 
information from experiences 
or gather information from 
provided sources to answer a 
question.

K.SL.4. Describe familiar people, 
places, things and events and 
with prompting and support, 
provide additional detail. 
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Purchased color wheel 

Student using oil pastels in primary colors



ART LESSONS IN THE CLASSROOM

W A S H I N G T O N

KINDERGARTEN LESSON EIGHT // PRIMARY COLORS

ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

ASSESSMENT CRITERIALEARNING TARGET

AC 1  The student selects and draws with red, yellow, and blue.

AC 2  The student draws a picture showing a room at home. 
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The student identifies and uses primary colors.

The student draws a familiar place.

STUDENT
NAMES 

PRIMARY 
COLORS

DISTINGUISHES 
PRIMARY COLORS 

FROM OTHER COLORS

DRAWS A ROOM 
AT HOME

TOTAL


